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man usually not difficult to understand. In his
relations with politicians and with the Princes of
the Church, Manning could be a subtle man of
the world/ But behind all this was an overwhelm-
ing anxiety for the salvation of souls and a fierce
hatred of everything that seemed to him to
threaten that salvation, a hatred which in the
case of the theatre was stimulated by an extra-
ordinarily complete ignorance. He forbade nuns
to let their pupils perform plays in convent
schools. He forbade parish priests to augment
their funds with bazaars. " A bazaar/5 he wrote,
" would bring dry rot into the timbers of a
mission." He expected his priests to be teetotalers,
which most of them were not, and never to go to
a theatre, an order which was generally obeyed.
Much to the embarrassment of his flock,
Manning publicly and enthusiastically supported
W. T. Stead in his attack in the Pall Mall Gazette
on the white slave traffic, which he denounced
as " Satan's international/' No one doubted
Stead's good intentions, but his methods were
certainly open to criticism, and this criticism was
frankly expressed in the columns of the Tablet,
and Manning confessed that cc in the uprising
against the horrible depravity which destroys
young girls, multitudes of ours, I was literally
denounced by Catholics." Stead was sent to